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These M4 medium tanks, nicknamed
“General Shermans” by Brtish troops,
have played an important part in Allied
victories in Africa, Sicily and Russia ever
since they first helped rout Marshal
Rommel’s troops at El Alamein,

Standardized in October, 1941, they
inroduced a number of improvements
over the Medium Tank, M3, Seres, which
they replaced in production.

The 75mm gun was relocated in the tur-
ret, providing 360° traverse and greater
elevation and depression than was possible
in Medium Tank, M3. The silhouette was
lowered by the elimination of the cupola,
thus making the tank a less conspicuous
target and also resulting in a lowered cen-
ter of gravity, making the tank more stable,
The 37mm gun was eliminated. The crew
was decreased to five, including an assis-
tant drive.

The 75mm gun breech was turned 90°
from the vertical, allowing for easy right-
hand loading. The radio was relocated ina
turret “bulge.” Greater comfort and safety
were provided for all crew members,

Here we see our M4A2ES on the left sitting next to two others in their storage yard in Ca

Produced simultaneocusly by different
manufacturers, the various models differ
from each other principally in their
engines. A further difference is that the
M4Al has a cast hull, whereas the others
have welded hulls. In addition, the M4AS,
produced in Canada, embodies differences
requested by the Canadian government,
All have cast turrets.

The turret guns may be elevated from
~10F to +25° . They are fired electronically
by means of foot and hand switches, A
gyro-stabilizer is provided,

Other armament includes a cal. .30
machine gun in the bow, operated by the
assistant driver; a cal. .50 machine gun,
mounted at the top of the turret, operated
by the commander for antiaircraft use, and
a 2-inch smoke mortar. A clip is mounted
in the turret to carry a cal, .45 submachine
gun, which can be used through the pistol
port in the side of the tmet.,

The tumret is a one-piece casting of
armor which rotates on a ball bearing race
recessed and protected against direct hits
and lead splash from enemy fire. The tur-
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ret basked is rigidly fastened to the turret
by means of a ring of bolts around its cir-
cumference. The turret hatch ring acts as
antiaircraft gun mount.

The driver sits at the left bow of the
tank. The assistant driver sits at the right
bow. The loader sits in the turret, to the left
of the 75mm gun, and the gunner to its
right. The tank commander sits in the the
rear of the turret, behind the gunner
Adjustable seats, allowing 12 inches of
movement up and down and 35 inches fore
and aft, are provided for the gunner, driver
and assistant dnver.

Access to the tank is through two hatch-
es in the bow and a revolving hatch in the
turret. An emergency escape hatch is locat-
ed in the tank floor, behind the assistant
driver,

Indirect vision is provided for each
member of the crew by means of
periscopes. The gunner’s periscope is syn-
chromized with the gun, contains a tele-
scopic sight, and changes its line of sight
only if the gun is elevated or depressed or
the turret rotated. All other periscopes arc







