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JAPANESE MEDIUM TANKS

The development of Japanese tanks started
from 1925, The first tank on the agenda was a
medium sized main battle tank; however, with
the outbreak of the China Incident, require-
ments for a light tank with mobility, a tankette
for scouting and liaison, heavily armed tanks for
fire support, an amphibious tank for special
missions, an engineering tank, etc., ranging into
many varieties, all suddenly became necessary.
Eventually, production was increased to meet
the demand which ultimately made Japan into
one of the leading tank producing nations in the
world,

MOTIVES FOR DEVELOPMENT OF

THE MEDIUM TANK

After World War I (1919), the Impenal Jap-
anese Army purchased a few Brtish Medium
Mark A Whippet tanks, one Mark IV 30-ton
heavy tank, and a few small sized French
Eenault FT tanks as reference equipment. With
a test and trial unit organized within the Infantry
School, studies were made from the standpoints
of tactics and engineering, but these did not
arouse interest as to the tanks foture possibili-
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ties. This negative attitude was completely
reversed with the appearance of the high speed
British Vickers tank in 1923, Soon after this, in
1925, a program for modernization of army
equipment was initiated. Among other develop-
ments it established a tank unit. However, as it
was impossible to manufacture tanks at such
notice, ordnance officers were sent to Europe
and the United States to negotiate contemplated
purchases. Because its own army was not com-
pletely equipped with the Vickers tank the
British High Command refused to authorize
sales of this tank; but this refusal was subject to
the understanding that consideration would be
given to sales sometime in the future. Christie of
US.A, was also publicizing his new concept
tank, but it tumed out to be just an idea without
the acmal product. In France new type tanks
were still undeveloped, but the French were very
willing to sell Renault FT tanks of which they
had a large number. Since Army Technical
Headquarters was aware of the outdated FT
tanks from past studies, objections were raised
which eventually resulted in putting forward a
recommendation for Japan'’s own tank designing

ters in 1927. The first tank built by Japan.

which had been prepared earlier (the present
writer was a captain at this time and assigned to
Army Technical Headquarters). Army High
Command was skeptical about the success of
this proposal because the Japanese automotive
industry was still in its embryo stage; however,
through the strong insistence of Army Technical
Headquarters, prototype construction was
authorized by readjusting the force equipping
timetable to a slight degree, Parallel with this
decision a very small quantity of FT tanks were
purchased for training purposes,

It is interesting to note in passing that the
Christie tank had been constructed and was
undergoing examination and trial by the 115,
Arrmy, Although Mr. Christie again offered his
tank to Japan, tests results were very poor with
many mechanical failures.

PROTOTYPE NO. 1 TANK

The ground was now ready for self-develop-
ment in Japanese tank production. However, the
issued performance requirements were severely
limiting in scope. Namely, “for the convenience
of peacetime tank force training, lightweight
tank {under 10 tons and similar to French







