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Fort Snelling Museum members, Cal and Sandy Blomguist and Grant Rabuse pose with Jacques Littlefield in his museum.

In late June, this yvear Cal, Sandy, Grant and
myself attended the MVPA convention in San
Jose, CA. The highlight was a tour of the
Tacques Littlefield collection nearby. The tour
comprised the three wings of what is called
the “Museum™ building, where the exhibits
are the least crowded and most easily viewed.
There are approximately 75 vehicles on dis-
play, about one half of the total in the collec-
tion. The remainder are stored in the shop,
outside, or in one of three buildings elsewhere
on the ranch. Unfortunately, it was not practi-
cal to give a tour of these areas. Knowing that
fellow collectors and restorers are often most
interested in the shop facilities, unrestored
vehicles, and spare parts, this was a bit of a
disappointment.

The collection was started in 1976 with the
purchase of an unrestored M3A1 Scout Car.
By early 1988, the collection comprised a
total of 5 military vehicles, That summer
active restoration of the vehicles commenced
with additional staff, Since that summer of
1988 the collection has grown to its cumrent
size of 150 pieces,

In 1998, a private, nonprofit foundation,
The Military Vehicle Technology Foundation,
was incorporated to provide the advantages of
a corporate structure and tax benefits for the
preservation of the vehicles. At this time, all
of the vehicles are either owned by the foun-
dation or privately, by Jacgues. The foun-
dation arranges viewings by appointment
only, working extensively with authors, model

companies, government, industry, and collec-
tors, as well as with other Museums.

As the foundation name indicates, the par-
ticular interest is in design and manufacturing
technology. Therefore being somewhat out of
the mainstream of collectors, the unusual
pieces are large and complicated, even if
never used in combat (the British Congueror
Tank and the US Ma0AZ are pood examples).
In addition to military vehicles, Jacques likes
many other mechanical devices, such as trains
(there is a 1/8 scale railroad on the property),
pipe organs, cars, trucks, tractors, ships, and
aircraft,

As you will also note, Jacques tends to pre-
fer combat armor over tactical vehicles; not
because of a lack of interest, but mostly







