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The creation of the T113 Armored
Personnel Carrier resulted not only in
development of a versatile armored
amphibious personnel carrier but also in
the adaptation of a whole series of vehi-
cles having varied military characteristics
and uses, including a family of low priced
self-propelled artillery pieces having unit
costs of under $150,000,

The desirability of parts interchange-
ability and the wse of common compo-
nents had long been goals of American
armored vehicle designers. Before World
War II, limited appropriations had made
necessary the effort toward development
of common components and these had
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helped to make possible the high volume
of wehicle production during that war.
After the war, shrunken appropriations
again had been enough only to make pos-
sible a further effort toward achieving
standard components rather than com-
plete vehicles,

These newer standardized components
were available and were used to upgrade
existing vehicles for the Korean War. A
few new vehicles also were created from
these components but their production
was oo late for any great use to be made
of them in Korea. But the “families” of
vehicles which had been a goal only part-
ly achieved during World War I1 began to
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be a reality during and after the Korean
War. One of these families grew out of
the M4l Light Tank and another out of
the M48 Medium Tank.

The M41 Light Tank was basically un-
satisfactory for movement by air, which
was another postwar goal, that of air
mobility. Neither it nor the M48 Medium
Tank had demonstrated that their families
could include a satisfactory armored per-
sonnel carrier. The armoered half-track of
World War II was obsolete and the M39
created from the MI8 Gun Motor
Carriage and the M75 created from the
M41 Light Tank were too expensive and
too heavy, Here, the continuing post-war







