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VEHICLE CLOSE-UP: TH}L M- 11 ARMORED RECOVERY VEHICLE

The M-31 Armored Recovery Vehicle, is one of the rarer vehi-
cles remaining on the scene. To my knowledge, only three of
these vehicles remain; one at Saumur, one at Thun, Switzerland,
and this vehicle at the AMX Tank Storage area, Gien, France.

Like their German opponents, the U.S, Army constructed tank
retriever vehicles on the chassis of medium tanks. The M-31 was
based on the hull of the M3 ‘Grant’ or ‘Lee’ medium tank and it
was used operationally during 1943-45 by the U1.S. Army until
replaced by the M32 series of vehicles (which were based on the
M-4 Sherman tank). The M-31 shown here was obviously used
in the post-war years by the French Army, who received it as sur-
plus Marshall Plan aid. It is hoped that the French will move this
vehicle, which is in rather poor external condition, to Saumur in
the not too distant future, to be restored and placed on display in
the armored vehicle museum there.

Upper Left Photo: This is a front view of the M-31 ARV, There
are a good many unusual features of this vehicle which bear
mentioning. Both of the obvious weapons are dummies con-
structed of welded pipes. Note the absence of a gun mantlet on
the upper *37mum’ turret. The sponson gun is mounted in the cen-
ter of a frontal hatch; note the hinges and the hatch opening han-
“dle (just above the bridge classification marking)., The box in
front of the driver’s position holds spare track shoes and con-
nectors; these were available to replace broken track sections on
recovered vehicles. The three spare road wheels were also avail-
able for field repairs to broken-down tanks. The box-like brack-
et on the fromt of the three-piece differential housing is the
attachment for the front winching roller. Note the French regis-
tration number which is barely visible under the center spare
road wheel.

Center Left Photo: This left 1/4 -view of the M-31 shows off the
late-model Vertical-Volute Suspension. Note the welded-up side
hatch, and the large storage boxes on the rear of the hull. These
contained vehicular tools and spare parts. Despite a lot of rust
and flanking paint, this vehicle is in fairly sound condition and
deserves restoration. The vehicle in the background is an M-4Al
cast-hull Sherman tank, also used by the French Army in the
© pOSt-WAr years.

Bottom Left Photo: This rear 3/4-view shows the lifting boom
arrangement. This boom is fastened to the mantlet area of the tur-
ret; the boom is shown at rest, being supported by a support
bracket which is welded to the rear deck about 2/3°s of the way
down the boom. The lifting boom is secured for travel to this rear
deck support by pins which hold it in place. Note the lifting
cables.







