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U.S. Army Engineers with half-tracks and other vehicles, loaded with equipment, in the town of Duren, Germany,
awaiting orders to advance. February 1945

The M3 and M3A] half-track Amored Per-
sonnel Carriers (APC) were amongst the most
widely used vehicles by the U.S. Army - and
their allies - during World War II. Suitably mod-
ified they were also employed for a variety of
other roles, notably as Gun Motor Carriages
(GMC). The M3, its companion vehicle the M2,
and their family of many variants, differed from
their German counterparts, the SdKfz 250 and
251 senies (Profile 18), in several important
respects, but both vehicle families proved to be
very versatile and in spite of their limitations in
cross country performance did a good job.

The U.S. Army standardized half-tracks
stemmed from a long line of experimental half-
track trucks which had been produced by sever-
al private firms, wsually in close co-operation
with the Ordnance Department. Altogether some
14 different models were built and tested during
the 1930s but it was not until 1938-39 that the
Army's using arms became seriously interested
in this type of vehicle. At this time the mecha-
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nized elements of the U.S. Army Cavalry initiat-
ed a demand for personnel carriers with armor
protection and betier off-road capabilities than
the whesled trucks which at that time were being
used as infantry carriers.

A logical solution seemed to be the use of an
armored body on the half-track type truck chas-
sis. The half-tracked scout car T14, which at that
time was undergoing trials, was adopted and
standardized as the M3. Subsequently some 642
half-track vehicles including 145 M3 APCs were
included in the establishment of the first Amer-
ican ammored divisions, each of which had two
infantry battalions. From then on the whole of
the American armored infantry was carred in
half-tracked vehicles. Later during World War II,
when U.5. Army armored divisions had three
infantry banalions, each of these was fully
equipped with 62 half-track APCs.

THE HALF-TRACK CONCEPT

Half-tracked vehicles have been produced for
military purposes since the early days of military

motor transport and right up to the end of World
War II. They were a more or less successful com-
promise between the wheeled and the fully-
tracked, cross-country vehicle. On balance the
resulting hybrid retsined the shorcomings of
both the wheeled and the tracked vehicle, with-
out really having the advantages of either,

The most successful types of the half-track era
were the American and German models of World
War I1, the former mainly because they had a
driven front axle, and the latter because their
track bogies extended to about three-quarters of
the vehicle's length-sometimes referred to as
three-quarter-track vehicles.

Countries where semi-tracked vehicles have
been produced in quantity are the U.S.A.
Germany, and France. Fewer were built in Great
Britain, Australia, Sweden, Russia, Ttaly, Austria,
Czechoslovakia, Japan, and Holland. Since it
was mainly the military who could afford to
operate them, not many were supplied for civil-
ian purposes.







