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IN THE early 19605 the Cadillac Gage
Company of Detroit, Michigan, built the W300
vehicle. This was essentially an armored body
fitted to a Dodge truck chassis. Armament con-
sisted of a 20mm cannon. This was followed by
the first prototype of the Commando which was
built in March, 1963, After trals in various parts
of the world, production commenced in January,
1564,

The Commande vehicle was designed to fune-
tion in a variety of roles including troop trans-
pout, convoy escort and as a reconnaissance
vehicle,

The Commande V-100 has a welded huoll of
homogensous ballistic plate that provides pro-
tection from small arms fire (including cal 30
ball}, shell fragments, grenades and anti-person-
nel mines. The drive train is completely enclosed
in the armoured hull. The vehicle has three
doors. One is at the rear of the vehicle, to the
right of the engine; this is in two halves, the bot-
tom half folding downwards and the top half
upwards. There is also a door on each side of the
vehicle; each of these doors is also in two halves,
the bottom half folds downwards and the top half
swings sideways.

In the top section of each of the three doors is
a firing port, with a protective cover, and a direct

THE COMMANDO MULTI-MISSION VEHICLE

vision block, Early vehicles had periscopes and
not vision blocks, There are an additional eight
firing ports and nine observation blocks around
the hull of the vehicle; these observation blocks
are easily replaceable. Over the driver’s com-
partment is a large hatch that opens either side,
this allows the driver to drive “head out” when
not in danger. On early models he was provided
with a single vision Bock but on more recent
vehicles an additional block has been added to
give him a better means of observation. There is
also a single hatch in the moof 1o the right of the
enginge.

The Commando is powered by a Chrysler 361
gas engine similar to that fitted to the MI113
APC, The engine is at the left hand rear of the
vehicle. Two large overhead and one side hatch
allow access to the engine. The cooling system is
capable of 115° ambient temperature operation,
The gearbox is manual and has five speeds, syn-
chronized. Transmission is 7.24:1 low ratio,
Transfer box is 1.32:1 ratio single speed and has
in-out clutch for front axle drive. The 24-volt
electrical system is waterproof and has radio
suppression. The axles are modified M34 uck
axles, 5.722:1 ratio equipped with a locking dif-
ferential.

The wheels have special “mun-flat” combat

tires developed by Cadillac Gage in conjunction
with the Mansfield Tyre and Rubber Company.
These are of 12-ply and steel-reinforced. The
vehicle can cover up to 50 miles after a punciure
by gunfire. The size is 14.00 x20 and they are
also self-cleaning. The brakes have a metallic
lining and are size 157 diameter and 3" wide
fromt and rear with a vacuum brake booster, The
suspension consists of leaf springs with full
shock absorbers at each wheel station, The vehi-
cle is also fitted with variable power stecring.

At the front of the vehicle is a hydraulic winch
with a capacity of 10,000 Jhs,

Another feature of the Commando is that it is
fully amphibious with preparation, being pro-
pelled in the water by its wheels at a maximum
speed of 3-5 mph. This enables the vehicle o
cross lakes and slow flowing rivers, with care.

The wvehicle is fitted with both interior and
exterior lights and can be fitted with a variety of
radio equipment including the following:-
AMNPRC-8, 9 or 10A, AN/FRC-25, AN/VRC-
8 9 or 10, AN/GRC-8 or 9, AN/VRC-13,
ANMWVRC-34, AN/GRC-5.

COMMANDO V-100 VARIANTS

Experimental Models: 90mm Gun—this had
a turret-mounted 90mm Mecar gun with a maxi-
mum range of some 3000 m. Nine ready rounds







