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Ft. Snelling
Volunteers

Bring A Piece
Of History
To Life!

Who would have ever thought that they
would get one more chance, just one more
look at a real live and operating Sherman
Tank on the floor of the historic Detroit
Arsenal Tank Plant? This 1s the same building
that started making tanks in 1941 and would
continue manufacturing tanks and tank
parts until 1996, seeing over 39,000 of these
steel behemoths pass through its doors and
serve the nation in every war from World
War II to the Gulf War. There was but one
maore opportunity to see a tank in the facility
that became synonymous with President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “Arsenal of
Democracy.”

And that day would be December 10,
2001 as the US Army transferred the final
property deed to the City of Warren,
Michigan. This was the final chance to
bring a historic vehicle into a historic building
in the symbolic ending of an era. It could not
have been possible without the volunteers
from the Ft. Snelling Military Museum.
This is a story of a tank, the volunteers who
restored this rare vehicle, and what it took to
bring this tank to the historic Detroit
Arsenal Tank Plant

Ft. Snelling Military Museum’s Sherman Tank at Historic Event

By Randy Talbot, TACOM Staff Historian

Moving a Museum Artifact

In the December, 2001 issue of Military
Vehicles Magazine, an in-depth article was
written on the Fort "Snelling Military
Museum and the restoration of a very rare
M4AIES (HVSS) Sherman Medium Tank.
When word was received at the museum that
a tank was available, two of the volunteers
were sent from Fort Snelling, Minnesota to
Bluffton, Indiana to retrieve what had been
a monument for over seventeen years.

Driving a M916A1 Tractor with a 40-ton
lowboy trailer, retired Master Sergeants
truck master Larrie Mack and master
mechanic Tim McNaughton began the nearly
600 mile trip to Bluffton. Sitting on a
concrete slab wedged between a telephone
pole and fire hydrant, the tank was in the
same position for seventeen years. It had
not been started, moved or cared for since it
was placed in position. To free the laterals
and transmission just to move the tank, Tim
spent twenty minutes inside kicking and
muscling the levers before they could free
the controls.

The Center of Military History decided to
send the tank to the Fort Snelling Military

Museum as their mission was to “restore,
maintain and operate” the equipment they
recovered. One look at this tank and the
realization was made that this would take a
Herculean effort just to clean it up before
they could even attempt restoration. Both
the inside and outside of the tank were
corroded, pieces were missing and some
kids found a way to use it as a “clubhouse.”
There was stagnant water on the floor of the
driver's compartment as well as spent shell
casings from the .30-06 machine gun. Afier
some masterful maneovering of the tractor,
gooseneck trailer and the tank, breaking one
chain, and stopping traffic, Larrie and
Tim started on the two-day drive back to
Fort Snelling.
Restoring History

Once the tank was at the museum,
restoration work began. Tim Gardiner
spent an entire weekend just grinding the
monument welds. Another weekend was
spent freeing up the operational controls of
the vehicle. Work included replacing parts
that had been neglected for so many years.
And for those that were corroded beyvond
restoration, parts had to be fabricated. Spare
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