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The Ram Mk. Il had a 6-pdr. gun which necessitated a new turrret front, clearly shown in this view. Another production
change visible here is the replacement of the protectoscope in the side door by a ventilator.

Though a small Canadian Tank Corps
had been formed in 1918, few Canadian
officers had experience with tanks by the
time of the Armistice. The most significant
armor development in 1918 was the
establishment of machine gun companies
using armored trucks as carriers, a very
early application of the idea of armored
infantry. The unit involved was a
Canadian machine gun battalion, one of
whose officers was F. F. Worthington,
This same officer was destined some
200 years later to become the driving
force behind the establishment of the
Canadian  Armored  forces  which
served with such distinction during
World War II.

The Canadian

After the Armistice of November
1918, the huge Canadian army contracted
rapidly to its tiny peace time strength of
a few thousand men, and Worthington
resumed his career as an infantry officer
with Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry, though he maintained an
interest in mechanical transport. In 1930
a dozen Carden-Loyd machine gun
carriers were purchased from Britain
to equip the machine gun platoons of
the few Canadian regular infantry
battalions, these being the first tracked
AFVs to go into military service in
Canada since 1918. The Canadian Tank
Corps itself, which had had a handful of
British Mark V and French Renault FT

tanks was disbanded after 1918.
However, by 1936 the international
situation was worsening rapidly and the
Canadian Defense Department decided
to resurrect an armored element, initially
in cadre strength, to train men in tank
warfare in the event of war.

Selected to command the newly
formed cadre was F F Worthington,
now a Captain (Brevet Major) and one of
the few serving officers in Canada with
any experience at all of armored warfare.
A Canadian Tank School was set up at
London, Ontario, commanded by
Worthington who had five officers and
18 other ranks forming the entire per-
sonnel of the unit. At this time six caval-







