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This interesting tank article was writien in the early 1970s,

The origin of the tank as such during World War 1 is usually
credited to the Brtish, but the French were working on such a
device at the same time. With neither knowing of the other's
efforts. But what is not generally known is that the idea for this
type of weapon appeared during this period in other countries as
well. The Italian Pavesi-Tolatti or Pavesi-Cassali two turreted
tank probably predated both the British and French designs, but
it seems not to have progressed beyond the mock up stage. The
Russian Lebedenko was a hugh tricycle, which seems to have
been built but was not found manageable.

In the United States, Cleve F. Shaffer, of San Francisco, had
tried unsuccessfully in 1914 to interest the German consul there
in arming and armoring hundreds of little Fageol orchard

This U.S.
Army
Ordnance
Department
photo is
of a Holt
Gas-Electric
Tank jumping
an embank-
ment and
preparing to
cross railroad
tracks. It does
not show the
pack howitzer
which was
mounted in
the front
plate.

tractors. Norman Leeds of the Automatic Machine Company of
Hartford, Connecticut built two mock up hulls on the chassis of
the firm's commercial ‘Alligator’ vehicle, calling them the
‘Automatic Land Cruiser I and I1' U.S. Patent No. 1,161,267,
issued to W. T. Taylor in 1915 covers an amphibious tank
bearing a remarkable resemblance to the modern LVT(P)5.

The inspiration for the British and French tanks was the
American Holt tractor, then in use in both armies. It therefore
was natural that Holt would capitalize on the fact. The Holt plant
at Stockton, California built several mock up hulls called
‘Special 18" or “Scat the Kaiser’. One of these later was refitted
with a Cadillac engine, thereby doubling its speed. There also
was a tiny HA 15 one man tank powered by a motorcycle engine
and resembling the British heavy tanks of the period. Another






