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A7V Sturmpanzerwagen

by J. Foley

The birth of the panzers — Germany’s first tank the “armoured tortoise™ A7V was first seen by astonished Allied infantry near
Villers-Bretonneux on 24th April, 1918, It was an object so sinister and 5o strange — so inlike the first British tanks — that it burst

upon them like a science fiction machine from Mars.

There is something strongly symbolic about the fact that the
first tank v. tank action in the history of armoured warfare was
initiated by MNo. 1 Tank of No. 1 Section "A" Company, 1st
Battalion Tunk Corps. The tank, a British Mk, IV Male was com-
manded by Second-Lieutenant Frank Mitchell. His opponent was
the first German tank seen in action-the A7V,

The encounter took place at Villers-Bretonneux on 24th April
1918 during a German aitack by four Divisions over a four mile
front. No. 1 Section of 1st Battalion Tank Corps (Captain F. C.
Brown) was lying up in the Bois de 'Abbé - a grim, shell-torn
wood between Villers-Bretonneux and Cachy. The wood had
been subjected to a mustard gas attack on the previous day, and
subsequent light drizzle caused the gas to hang about in shell
holes and such undergrowth as remained. It penetrated into the
tanks and although the crews were supposed to wear gas masks,

either the masks were not very effective or (and this seems more
likely) the crews found the rubber face pieces unbearable in the
heat and fumes of the tank interior, and removed them.

No. I Section consisted of two Female tanks and one Male,
the latter commanded by Frank Mitchell, and when word reached
the Section Commander that the German assaolt had arrived at
the road from the wood to Cachy, he led his Section out to coun-
terattack. In Mitchell's tank the mustard gas had played havoc
with the crew. Two were actually knocked out by it and had to be
evacuated from the tank, and the remaining members went into
action with eves puffed-up and smarting and with exposed patch-
es of skin sore and inflamed.

Immediately after leaving the doubtful cover of the wood, a
British infantryman ran across to Mitchell's tank and shouted that
(rerman tanks were about.







