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2% THE_HUNT FOR 383
PANCHO VILL

by Albert Mroz

Wen Pancho Villa attacked Americans on
U.S. soil it was the equivalent of enacting
war. His only reasoning was that the United
States had recognized the new Mexican govern-
ment, and so he wanted revenge. What would it
take to catch Pancho Villa, the leader of the
Mexican Revolution?

After he crossed the border and raided Columbus, New Mexico
with about 500 of his men on March 9, 1916, an attack force under
the command of General John "Black Jack™ Pershing was sent off
by President Woodrow Wilson to track down and bring Villa to
justice. Tt would be the first time the American military would use
new technology that included cars, trucks and airplanes.

Although motor vehicles and aircraft were already in existence
for a few wyears by that time, it was the first time the U.S. Army
would put them to use in a military operation on a large scale. The
Ford Model T had been in production for eight years and America
was quickly falling in love with the automobile, the motarcycle
and the airplane, but the military had a lot to learn about this new
technology based on the internal combustion engine.

The U.S. Army still relied largely on horses, and during the so-
called Punitive Expedition, which lasted eleven months, over
9,300 horses were used in the cavalry, as pack animals and to draw
wagons and some artillery. The Army had finally bought motor
trucks after a grueling test run in 1912, the first of its kind in
America, which involved slogging through 1,500 miles from
Washington .C. to Fort Benjamin Harrison using three trucks; an
FWD, an Autocar and a White. Afier a second test the U.S. Army
bought a few motor trucks.

General Pershing would become an innovator in the U.S. Army
when he asked not only for motor vehicles but also for aircraft
reconnaissance. Without being able to reconnoiter the landscape
and follow Villa®s trail from a bird’s eve view, he knew the task of
catching the famous bandito would be extremely demanding if not
impossible.

Pancho Villa and his Indian motorcyele, 1914

The aircraft General Pershing would receive were the Curtiss
IN2Z Jenny, essentially a second prototype iteration. Only the ten
that were used in the Punitive Expedition were JN2s before one
IN3 was constructed as a predecessor to the famous and popular
IN4. Toward the end of the Villa debacle the Curtiss R-2 biplanes
were also used.

Accounts and photos from the Punitive Expedition paint a story
of true dedication at a ime when aviation and motor transport
were in their infancy. Pancho Villa tried to organize his own air






