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Rudolph has a head cold right now, so Santa had to call for some help this 

year, but heôs on his way and heôll get there (eventually...) 

Seasons Greetings And Best Wishes For a Happy New Year 

From The Fort Snelling Military Museum Volunteers 
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The BARC 
In the fall of 1954, the U. S. Army began evaluation of a 

new experimental vehicle ï the BARC (Barge, Amphibious, 

Resupply, Cargo). Four BARCs had been built as an experi-

mental vehicle by the R. G. LeTourneau Company.  

The vehicleôs evaluations took place at Fort Story, a small 

post on Cape Henry that served as the Armyôs east coast am-

phibious vehicle training center. Evaluation teams spent days 

and nights training, testing, and conducting maintenance. 

Since the vehicles were experimental, there were no manuals 

to work from, and no parts distribution system to rely on. 

Scrounging became the most reliable source of parts supply. 

The test teams concentrated on ship-shore cargo transfers, 

and quickly found that the BARC could carry much more 

than the initially-rated 60 tons, provided the water was fairly 

calm. Like any flat-bottomed boat, it rolled excessively in 

rough water, and any wind blew it in every direction possible. 

Testing continued until 1955, when the BARCs were de-

ployed to the DEW line construction in Frobisher Bay at Baf-

fin Island (approximately 200 miles south of the Arctic Cir-

cle) to support Operation Blue Jay. The BARCs were needed 

to handle ship-shore transport since the tidal range in 

Frobisher Bay ranged up to nearly 40 feet, and conventional 

landing craft, cranes, and trucks were useless since they either 

couldnôt get to the ships and back before the tide came in, or 

they got mired down in the muck. The BARCs were able to 

transport cargo from the ships to inland locations, and were 

able to move more cargo faster than any other transport. Mov-

ing food was the first  priority since the construction crews 

had eaten their way nearly to the back of the store room. 

Operation at Frobisher Bay showed the true capabilities of 

the BARC: One BARC transported 101 tons of cargo in one 

load when the harbor was calm. 

The next time the BARCs saw service was in 1967, when 

they went to Vietnam to support the 101st Airborne Division 

and the 1st Cavalry Division. There are no BARCs left in ac-

tive service; the last amphibious Company in the U. S. Army 

(309th Transportation Company, 11th Transportation Battal-

ion), was inactivated in 2001.  

 

BARC Specifications: 

Crew: 2 

Weight: 100 tons 

Engine: Diesel GM 671ð165 hp × 4 

Range (land): 150 miles 

Range (sea): 75 miles 

Length: 62 ft, 6.5 in 

Width: 26 ft, 7 in 

Height: 19 ft, 6in 

Wheel base: 28 ft, 6 in 

Battery: 24 volt 

Speed (water) 

          o Forward (empty): 7.5 mph 

          o Forward (60 ton): 7 mph 

          o Forward (100 ton): 6.5 mph 

Speed (land) 

          o Forward(empty): 15.2 mph 

          o Forward (60 ton): 14 mph 

          o Forward (100 ton): 12.75 mph 

          o Reverse (60 ton): 2.85 mph 

Turning circle: 75 ft (23 m) 

Gradient: 60% 

Temperature range: 125 F to -25 F (-30 to +50°C) 
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You probably wonôt see one at the 

Museum anytime soon, but this would 

definitely be able to move anything in 

the Museum's collection: the M1070 

HET (Heavy Equipment Transport./

Tractor). Designed and built by Osh-

kosh, it is the primary hauler for the 

M1A1 tank. 

 

Cab Seating: 6-person  

Axle Configuration: 6 x 6  (3 axles) 

Curb Weight: 40,500 lbs. 

Width: 119.7 in. 

Wheelbase: 220 in. 

Maximum Speed: 50 mph 

Number of Tires: 6 + 1 spare 

Fording: 31.5 in. 

Air Conditioning: Standard 

Transportability: C5A and C17 

Engine: CAT 700 hp 18.1 liters 

The BARC is shown above at full speed (7 

1/2 MPH).  

The left photo shows the BARCôs drive 

train.  

The bottom photo shows the BARCôs 

smaller cousin, the LARC-5 (so named for its 

5-ton capacity). 
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Ready For Winter! 

It probably wonôt get quite as cold and desolate as this 1961 

photo of the DEW line, but the Museum still buttons down for 

winter. The lot has been emptied for repaving, the old mainte-

nance tent ends have been replaced with some of the new panels 

the FSMMV purchased on a surplus bid, and vehicle batteries 

have been removed from their vehicles, tested, cleaned, and 

placed on charge. 

OLD 

NEW 
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What is it? Toy Lincoln Logs? No, but they are a full-sized 

equivalent. During the Korean War, bunkers were needed to 

protect front-line personnel, so the Engineers built up ñkitò 

bunkers that could be trucked to front-line units and quickly 

assembled  with  sandbags along the outsides. 

Army Football Training  

 

A new use for the versatile 

jeep, shown here being 

substituted for a charging 

sled. Capt. C. R. Goodwin, 

Special Projects Officer of 

the 66th Division at Camp 

Joseph T. Robinson, Ark., 

is getting a "ride" while 

directing the training of a 

gridiron team which is part 

of the camp's athletic pro-

gram. (Nov, 1943)  


