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Annual Meeting 

It was Annual Meeting time again for the Fort Snelling Military 

Museum volunteers. The meeting, held at the Fort Snelling Of-

ficerôs Club, featured an excellent meal, minimal speeches, and 

the results of the Officerôs election. Dan Little will replace John 

Hutterer as President, and Bob Renz will continue in his posi-

tion as Second Vice President (and Towbar editor). 
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Winter Carnival 

In what has become an annual event, the Fort 

Snelling Military Museum participated in the 

Saint Paul Winter Carnival Parade. In addition to 

the Stuart, this year saw the first showing of the 

M3A1 halftrack. The ótrack wonôt be seen outside 

the shop very often until Art manages to track 

down a top for it, though. 

What kind of top? NOS? Reproduction? Cus-

tom made? No one knows yet.  

Custom made is an option, but at a maximum 

price, plus it probably wouldnôt precisely dupli-

cate a New Old Stock top. A custom top is not the 

first choice. 

Reproduction would probably be a good 

choice, if anyone had ever reproduced one. Art 

has called virtually every canvas top maker that 

specializes in military canvas, and no one has ever 

made a top for an M3A1. 

New Old Stock is a possibility, but the top 

would be 60 years old, and it might be a little deli-

cateðit would make a good pattern, though. 

Both photos © Peter Worth, and are reprinted 

with our thanks. 

© Peter Worth 

© Peter Worth 
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What Ever Happened to Hitler? 
 

According to recently released Soviet documents, the re-

mains of Adolf Hitler were burned in 1970 by Soviet KGB 

agents and thrown into a river in Germany on direct orders 

from the spy agency's chief. 

Russiaôs Interfax news agency reported that previously 

secret documents show that KGB chief Yuri Andropov, with 

prior consent from the Soviet Communist Party leadership, 

ordered a top secret operation to destroy the remains of Hitler, 

his wife Eva Braun, Nazi Germany's propaganda chief, Jo-

seph Goebbels; and Goebbels' entire family. 

The bodies of Hitler, Braun and the Goebbels family had 

been discovered by the Soviet Army in May 1945. The bodies 

of Goebbels and his wife were found May 2 in the garden of 

Nazi Germany's Reich Chancellery. The bodies of the cou-

ple's children were recovered the next day, and the corpses of 

Hitler and Braun were discovered May 5 in a crater from an 

artillery shell outside his bunker in Berlin. 

In early June of 1945, the Soviets buried the bodies in a 

forest near the town of Rathenau, Germany. Eight months 

later, they secretly re-buried the remains in the Soviet Army's 

garrison in Magdeburg. 

As long as the burial place of the Nazi leaders was in the 

territory of a Soviet garrison, it could be kept secret and 

barred from strangers. But following the 1970 relocation of 

the Soviet Army unit and the subsequent transfer of the garri-

son to the East German authorities, the decision was made not 

to rebury Hitler's remains but to burn them. All that remains 

of Hitler are fragments of his jawbone and skull, both of 

which are kept in Russia. 

"Hitler's jaw is kept at the FSB archives, and the frag-

ments of Hitler's skull are at the State Archive. There are no 

other parts of Hitler's body apart from these samples seized on 

May 5, 1945. 

"Everything [else] that remained of Hitler was burnt in 

1970," he added. "Those fragments are ... the only docu-

mented evidence of Hitler's death, which is why they are kept 

at the Russian FSB Central Archive as being particularly 

valuable." 

DARPAôs New ñMuleò 
 

During WWIIôs Italian campaign, donkeys and mules 

were sometimes used to transport supplies and ammunition 

through the mountainous terrain.  

During the Vietnam war, the M274 (engine driven)  

ñMuleò transported supplies, and ammunition.  

The M274 is no longer in service, but the concept of the 

ñmuleò hasnôt gone awayðthe Legged Squad Support System 

(LS3) being developed by the Defense Advanced Research 

Projects Agency will carry 400 pounds of equipment for US 

soldiers and Marines over rugged terrain inaccessible by vehi-

cle ï terrain like the mountains of Afghanistan.  

In Afghanistan, US soldiers and Marines can carry 50 

pounds of equipment,  and in some cases over 100 pounds, for 

long distances over difficult terrain. According to DARPAôs 

plan, the LS3 will be capable to carry 400 pounds of payload 

for 20 miles in 24 hours. 

And the good news is that system can take care of itself. 

LS3 will be fully autonomous, able to perceive the terrain and 

adjust its movements accordingly. Fully loaded, the LS3 will 

weigh no more than 1,250 pounds. 

Key characteristics of the LS3 program include: 

¶ Quadruped platform development: a deployable walking 

platform with sufficient payload capacity, range, endurance, 

and low noise signature for dismounted squad support, while 

keeping weight and volume scaled to the squad level. 

¶ Walking control: control techniques that allow walking, 

trotting, and running/ bounding and capabilities to jump ob-

stacles, cross ditches, recover from disturbances, and other 

discrete mobility features. 

¶ User interface (to include perception technologies): the 

ability for the robot to perceive and traverse its immediate 

terrain environment autonomously with simple methods of 

control. 
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UAV Ambulances 
 

Remembering those opening scenes in the TV series 

MASH? The ones where the helicopter brings in wounded 

personnel? 

Getting wounded to treatment fast is crucial, particularly 

within the ñGolden Hourò. That period is the critical time 

when medical treatment has the best probability of saving a 

life. Thatôs why helicopters became ambulances during the 

Korean War. 

The next generation looks like itôs on the wayðexcept in 

the next generation, Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) may 

be used as aerial ambulances. Right now, the Israel Defense 

Forces medical corps is looking at utilizing an unmanned ae-

rial vehicle (UAV) to evacuate casualties directly from the 

battlefield to the hospital. There are several designs being 

evaluated, ranging from modified helicopters to a totally new 

design by Urban Aeronautics. 

Urban Aeronautics Ltd has developed the Air Mule. The 

Air Mule, which is now being flight tested, will be equipped 

with stretchers, air conditioning and a communications sys-

tem that establishes video contact between injured soldiers 

and the medical center. The wounded will be transported in a 

protected compartment and monitored throughout the flight. 

The current design holds two wounded soldiers lying prone. 

Future versions will include space for a medic. 

The vehicle would add an important capability to the lo-

gistics of casualty evacuation, and be able to support amphibi-

ous operations as well as ground forces. 

WWII Sea Mines Are Still Out There 
 

In 2007, a World War II mine was discovered and de-

stroyed in the Black Sea port of Sevastopol as the U.S. de-

stroyer Forest Sherman was entering the Ukrainian port. The 

incident occurred on August 9 as the Sherman -- an Aegis 

missile destroyer -- called at Sevastopol to conduct drills with 

the Ukrainian Navy.  

The destroyer was about 500 yards from the floating mine 

when it was discovered. The mine was secured to prevent it 

from drifting into a ship and subsequently was detonated 

without causing any damage. The mine was estimated to 

weigh about 1,100 pounds and to contain up to 110 pounds of 

high explosives.  

A half-century ago a similar (albeit larger) weapon sank a 

Soviet battleship in the worst disaster to befall the Red Navy. 

The dreadnought was the former Italian Conte di Cavour, 

which had been claimed by the Soviets as part of war repara-

tions after WWII. Renamed Novorossysk, the battleship, the 

flagship of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet, was anchored at Sevas-

topol. Early on October 29, 1955, the ship was wracked by a 

massive explosion, apparently caused by a World War II-era 

German mine. 

Although moored only 1,000 feet from the shore, and with 

numerous other naval units nearby, the ship began to slowly 

sink to the shallow bottom when the ship suddenly rolled over 

completely. The capsizing caused the death of 608 officers 

and enlisted men. 

A subsequent search found 19 German-type mines in the 

general area where the ship had sunk even though the area 

had been swept earlier.  

The large loss of life was blamed on the incompetence of 

the shipôs commanding officer, the fleet commander, and oth-

ers for their failure to take appropriate action to beach the 

ship. And, the loss of the Novorossysk caused the Commander

-in-Chief of the Soviet Navy, Admiral Nikolai G. Kuznetsov 

to be fired in November 1955. His first deputy, Admiral Serge 

G. Gorshkov, was appointed to succeed him. Gorshkov would 

serve as head of the Soviet Navy for 29 years. 
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Troop Train  
 

1970ôs Troop Train in Germany 

By Dewey Hassig 

 

In the mid 70ôs, I served in a mechanized cavalry troop in 

West Germany; namely C troop, 1ST Squadron, 4th Cavalry;  

part of the First Infantry Division. The troop had three M106 

mortar tracks, three M113 infantry tracks (my home), and 

initially about a dozen M114 scout vehicles with a 20mm gun, 

later replaced by M551 Sheridanôs.  

Usually twice a year we travelled from our post, Panzer 

Kaserne, in the Stuttgart area, to the training areas in the Nu-

ernburg area, about 150 miles away. The wheeled vehicles 

and Headquarters Platoon went by convoy down the Auto-

bahn, and the tracked vehicles and crews travelled by troop 

train. 

Lining up on post in the afternoon, we drove through town 

of Boeblingen to the train station. At the train station, there 

would be about a dozen flat cars backed up to a concrete 

ramp. The ends of the flat cars dropped down to mostly close 

the gaps between cars. (Never walk backwards while ground 

guiding). The first vehicle then would end up driving the en-

tire length, and so on, two vehicles per flat car, until every-

thing was loaded. Chock blocks were placed in front of and 

behind the tracks, and the vehicles lashed down with cables.  

German railway workers double checked our work. There 

is no pulling over on a train in the middle of a trip to check 

your work. The vehicle crews then had three second class 

sleeper cars, four people to a compartment, for the trip.  

Though it was only 150 miles, troop trains and freight 

were low priority, and the trip could be expected to take over 

12 hours. Most of the German rail lines were electrified, but 

being low priority had its benefits. In certain areas of Ger-

many, they still used steam engines in the mid 70s, and a 

number of times we were assigned one. Not only that, but our 

meals en route were the very finest - C rations.  

Rumor had it that one crewman of an M-60 tank company 

mounted his tank after being shuttled to a different part of the 

rail yard, and fried himself on the overhead wires.  


